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Decision Directive/NSC-26 (PDD-26; issued 1994) with respect to 
Arctic policy but not Antarctic policy; PDD~26 remains in effect 
for Antatctic policy only. 

B. This directive shall be implemented in a manner consistent 
with the Constitution and laws of the United States/ with the 
obligations of the United States under the treaties and other 
international agreements to which the United States is a party 1 

and with customary international law as recognized by the 
United States/ including with respect to the law of the States/s7(witTf
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5. Involve the Arctic's indigenous communities in decisions 
that affect them; and 

6. Enhance scientific monitoring and research into local, 
regional, and global environmental issues. 

B. National Security and Homeland Security Interests in the 
Arctic 

1. The United States has broad and fundamental national 
security interests in the Arctic region and is prepared to operate 
either independently or in conjunction with other states to safe7 
guard these interests. These interests include such matters as 
missile defense and early warning; deployment of sea and air 
systems for strategic sealift, strategic deterrence, maritime 
presence, and maritime security operations; and ensuring freedom 
of navigation and overflight. 

2. The United States also has fundamental homeland security 
interests in preventing terrorist attacks and mitigating those 
criminal or hostile acts that could increase the United States 
vulnerability to terrorism in the Arctic region. 

3. The Arctic region is primarily a maritime domain; as 
such, existing policies and authorities relating to maritime 
areas continue to apply, including those relating to law 
enforcement. 1 Human activity in the Arctic region is increasing 
and is projected to increase further in coming years. This 
requires the United States to assert a more active and influential 
national presence to protect its Arctic interests and to project 
sea power throughout the region. 

4. The United States exercises authority in accordance with 
lawful claims The 
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navigationi the regime of transit passage applies to passage 
through those straits. Preserving the rights and duties relating 
to navigation and overflight in the Arctic region supports our 
ability to exercise these rights throughout the world, including 
through strategic straits. 

6. Implementation: In carrying out this policy as it 
relates to national security and homeland security interests 
in the Arctic, the Secretaries of State, Defense, and Homeland 
Security, in coordination with heads of other relevant executive 
departments and agencies, shall: 

a. Develop greater capabilities and capacity, as 
necessary, to protect United States air, land, and 
sea borders in the Arctic regioni 

b. Increase Arctic maritime domain awareness in order 
to protect maritime commerce, critical infrastructure, 
and key resourcesi 

c. Preserve the global mobility of United States military 
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2. The Arctic Council has produced positive results for 
the United States by working within its limited mandate of 
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4. Implementation: In carrying out this policy as it relates 
to extended continental shelf and·boundary issues, the Secretary 
of State, iri coordination with heads of other relevant executive 
departments and agencies, shall: 

a. Take all actions necessary to establish the outer limit 
of the continental shelf appertaining to the United States, 
in the Arctic and in other regions, to the fullest extent 
permitted under international law; 

b. Consider the conservation and management of natural 
resources during the process of delimiting the extended 
continental-shelf; and 

c. Continue to urge the Ru~sian Federation to ratify 
the 1990 United States-Russia maritime boundary agreement. 

E. Promoting International Scientific Cooperation 

1. Scientific researa[l is vital for.the promotion of 
United States interests in the Arctic region. Successful 
conduct of U.S. research in the Arctic region requires access 
throughout the Arctic Ocean and to terrestrial sites, as well 
as viable international 1mechanisms for sharing access to research 
platforms and timely exchange of samples, data, and analyses. 
Better coordination with the Russian Federation, facilitating 
access to its domain, is particularly important. 

2. The United States promotes the sharing of Arctic research 
platforms with other countries in support of collaborative 
research that advances fundamental understanding of the Arctic 
region in general and potential Arctic change in particular. 
This could include collaboration with bodies such as the Nordic 
Council and ~he European Polar Consortium, as well as with 
individual nations. 
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change·on a and 77 24 244tn9
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an Arctic circumpolar observing network through a partnership 
among United States agencies, academic collaborators, and 
Arctic residents. The United States promotes active involvement 
of all Arctic nations in these efforts in order to advance 
scientific understanding that could provide the basis for 
assessing future impacts and proposed response strategies. 

4. United States platforms capable of supporting forefront 
research in the Arctic Ocean, including portions expected to be 
ice-covered for the foreseeable future, as well as seasonally 
ice-free regions, should work with those of other nations through 
the establishment of an Arctic circumpolar observing network. 
All Arctic nations are members of the Group on Earth Observations 
partnership, which provides a framework for organizing an inter
national approach to environmental observations in the region. In 
addition, the United States recognizes that academic and research 
institutions are vital partners in promoting and conducting Arctic 
research. 

5. Implementation: In carrying out this policy as it relates 
to promoting scientific international cooperation, the Secretaries 

:of State, the Interior, and Commerce and the Director of the 
National Science Foundation, in coordination with heads of other 
relevant executive departments and agencies, shall: 

a. Continue to play a Secret45 m 0 0 11.6 41 463.8 Tm
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e .. Work with the Interagency Arctic Research Policy . 
Committee (IARPC) to promote research that is strategically 
linked to U.S. policies articulated in this directive, 
with input from the Arctic Research Commission; and 

f. Strengthen partnerships with academic and research 
institutions and build uponthe relationships these insti
tutions have with their counterparts in other nations. 

F. Maritime Transportation in the Arctic Region 

1. The United States priorities for maritime transportation in 
the Arctic region are: 

a. To facilitate safe, secure, aiabltate a. 
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undiscovered energy resources. The United States seeks to 
ensure that energy development throughout the Arctic occurs in 
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e. Identify~opportunities for international cooperation 
on methane hydrate issues, North Slope hydrology, and other 
matters; 

f. Explore whether there is a need for additional fora for 
informing·decisions on hydrocarbon leasing, exploration, 
development, production, and transportation, as well as 
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4. The United States supports the application in the Arctic 
region of the general principles of international fisheries 
management outlined in the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation 
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea of December 10, 1982, relating to the Conservation and 
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks and similar instruments. The United States endorses the 
protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems in the Arctic from 
destructive fishing practices and seeks to ensure an adequate 
enforcement presence to safeguard Arctic living marine resources. 

5. With temperature increases in the Arctic region, 
contaminants currently locked in the ice and soils will be 
released into the air, water, and land. This trend, along 
with increased human activity within and below the Arctic, will 
result in increased introduction of contaminants into the Arctic, 
including both persistent pollutants (e.g., persistent organic 
pollutants and mercury) and airborne pollutants (e.g., soot). 

6. Implementation: In carryi:q.g out this tollicoils 
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d. Pursue marine ecosystem-based management in the Arctic; 
and 

e. Intensify efforts to develop scientific information on 
the adverse effects of pollutants on human health and the 
environment and work with other nations to reduce the 
introduction of key pollutants into the Arctic. 

IV. RESOURCES AND ASSETS 

A. Implementing a number of the policy elements directed above 
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