






UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES: MAY 16, 2010
Joe AllowAy (ClAss oF 2007 & 2008) will reAd grAdUAtes’ 
nAMes As tHey Cross tHe stAge



Erik Drygas, Board of Regents, University of Alaska System; 
President Hamilton; Chancellor Rogers; Provost Henrichs

Randy Pitney, Class of 1972

Dean Shannon, Class of 2009 & 2010

ENSEMBLE 64.8 (UAF PERCUSSION GROUP)
Director: Morris Palter

Audience members are kindly requested to remain in their 
seats until the graduates have completed the recessional. 
Those seated on the second and third levels may exit the 
building through the second-floor doors. 

Please join us for a reception in the Arthur Buswell Pioneer 
Room immediately following the ceremony, sponsored by 
the Fairbanks chapter of the UAF Alumni Association.

Stephanie Young, College of Engineering
and Mines ...................................orange and black chevron

Brianna Baurick, College of Liberal Arts .... fuchsia and white
Trang Tran, College of Natural Science

and Mathematics .......................................... golden yellow
Emily Chagluak, College of Rural and

Community Development ......................light gray and red
Shery Hart, School of Education ................light blue and blue
Anna Deveraux, School of Fisheries

and Ocean Sciences ........................blue and golden yellow 
Anne Vance, School of Management ............. drab and copper
James Ward, School of Natural Resources

and Agricultural Sciences .............. maize and forest green

Cynthia Henry, Chair, Fairbanks
Timothy C. Brady, Vice Chair, Anchorage
Fuller Cowell, Secretary, Anchorage
Carl Marrs, Treasurer, Anchorage
Ashton Compton, Fairbanks 
Erik Drygas, Fairbanks 
Kenneth J. Fisher, Juneau 
Mary K. Hughes, Anchorage

Patricia Jacobson, Kodiak 
Robert Martin, Juneau 
Kirk Wickersham, Anchorage

There are a limited number of personal hearing devices 
available for use. Go to any information table to obtain one.

Photography will be provided by Jolesch Photography, 
www.jolesch.com, 800-565-3724.
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SCHOOL OF MAnAgEMEnT
Dr.  Mark  He r r mann ,  Dean
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Yu Zhang **
Ph.D.	 Engineering:	Civil	Engineering
B.S., Zhejiang University of Technology (People's Republic of China), 2000. M.S., Southeastern 
University (People's Republic of China), 2003
Thesis: Impact of Freeze-Thaw on Liquefaction Potential and Dynamic 

Properties of Mabel Creek Silt
Liquefaction potential and post-cyclic loading settlement were investigated 
for a fine-grained soil that caused significant geotechnical hazards during the 
November 2002 Alaska earthquake. Cyclic triaxial testing results show that 
near-freezing temperatures increase the liquefaction potential while freeze-
thaw cycles can improve soil’s stiffness, reduce settlement and lessen risk of 
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** December degree recipient

Theresa John 
Ph.D.	 Indigenous	Studies
B.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1983. M.Ed., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1992
Thesis: Yuraryararput Kangiit-llu: Our Ways of Dance and Their Meanings

The first purpose of this study was to describe the categories of dance. The 
second purpose was to describe how Yup’ik music and dance have played a 
functional role in organizing and maintaining various societal infrastructures 
within the Yup’ik culture. This study sought to further understand this role and 
how it has evolved over time.

Major Professors: Dr. Joan Parker Webster and Dr. Raymond Barnhardt

Jordan Paul Lewis **
Ph.D.	 Cross-Cultural	Community	Psychology:	Interdisciplinary	Program
B.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1999. M.A., Washington University (Missouri), 2000
Thesis: Successful Aging Through the Eyes of Alaska Native Elders: What It 

Means to be an Elder in Bristol Bay, Alaska
The lack of a culturally specific definition often results in the use of a generic 
definition that portrays Alaska Native Elders as aging less successfully than their 
non-Native counterparts. This research explores the concept of successful aging 
from an Alaska Native perspective and highlights the four domains of successful 
aging or Eldership.

Major Professor: Dr. Gerald V. Mohatt

Philip A. Loring 
Ph.D.	 Indigenous	Studies
B.A., Florida Atlantic University, 2005. M.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2007
Thesis: Ways to Help and Ways to Hinder: Climate, Health, and Food Security 

in Alaska
This dissertation explores various dimensions of health and food security in 
Alaska. The context is dramatic climatic change and ongoing socioeconomic and 
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Jody J. Patterson 
Ph.D.	 Anthropology
B.A., New Mexico Highlands University, 1994. M.A., New Mexico Highlands University, 1996
Thesis: Landscape Structure and Terrain-Based Hunting Range Models: 

Exploring Late Prehistoric Land Use in the Nutzotin Mountains, 
Southcentral Alaska
Using large mammal distributions and modern hunting range data from 21 
Interior Alaska villages, landscape structure was examined to identify patterns 
amenable to modeling prehistoric hunting land use in the Nutzotin Mountains. 
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** December degree recipient

Leslie Deanne Almberg 
Ph.D.	 Geology
B.S., University of Washington, 2001. M.S. University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2003
Thesis: Temporal-Spatial Micro-Scale Investigations of Shallow Silicic 

Conduits: Late-Stage Degassing, Crystallization, and Alteration
Investigations of four dome-forming volcanoes, Bezymianny, Unzen, Mount St. 
Helens and Obsidian Dome, elucidate processes of magma transport, post-
emplacement evolution and textural development. This research constrained 
magmatic ascent rates via decompression crystallization experiments, revealed 
mineralogical evidence for extremely rapid alteration, and quantified bubble 
anisotropy and three-dimensional structures using X-ray tomography.

Major Professor: Dr. Jessica F. Larsen

Jason Amundson 
Ph.D.	 Geophysics
B.S., University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, 2003. M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2006
Thesis: Iceberg Calving Dynamics of Jakobshavn Isbræ, Greenland

Timelapse photography, seismic and audio recordings, iceberg and glacier motion 
surveys, and ocean wave measurements were used to study processes controlling 
iceberg calving at Jakobshavn Isbræ, Greenland. These field observations were 
used to aid development of a framework for iceberg calving models that can be 
applied to any calving glacier.

Major Professor: Dr. Martin Truffer

Brian Michael Barth *
Ph.D.	 Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biology:	Neuroscience	Option
B.S., Colorado State University, 2004
Thesis: Ceramide Metabolism Regulates a Neuronal NADPH Oxidase 

Influencing Neuron Survival During Inflammation
Inflammation is a major component of neurodegeneration. This research 
demonstrated that neuroinflammation, through the bioactive sphingolipids 
ceramide and ceramide-1-phosphate, stimulated a neuronal NADPH oxidase, 
subsequently interfering with neuronal actin cytoskeleton and pro-survival 
sphingosine kinase. This study paves the way for future therapeutic development 
to improve neuronal function and survival.

Major Professor: Dr. Thomas B. Kuhn

Rebecca Leah Bentzen **
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Wildlife	Biology
B.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1998
Thesis: Reproductive Patterns in King Eiders

A conceptual model was created to identify selective forces impacting waterfowl 
nesting strategies. The model was tested using King Eiders (Somateria spectabilis) 
breeding in northern Alaska. It appeared that food availability varied between 
sites and that this was a valid approach to identifying selective forces impacting 
nesting strategies.

Major Professor: Dr. Abby N. Powell
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Todd J. Brinkman *
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Wildlife	Biology
B.S., Minnesota State University Mankato, 2000. M.S., South Dakota State University, 2003
Thesis: Resilience of a Deer Hunting System in Southeast Alaska: Integrating 

Social, Ecological, and Genetic Dimensions
The interactions of social, ecological and genetic components of a hunting 
system of Sitka black-tailed deer (Odocoileus hemionus sitkensis) were examined 
on Prince of Wales Island, Alaska, to address concerns of hunters and to provide 
a new scientific tool to more effectively monitor deer populations.

Major Professors: Dr. F. Stuart “Terry” Chapin III and Dr. Kris J. Hundertmark

Cord M. Brundage 
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Biology
B.S., Colorado State University, 2004. M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2008
Thesis: Neuroplasticity and Neurotoxicology: Central Breathing Control 

Following Developmental Nicotine or Ethanol Exposure
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John Craighhead George **
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Wildlife	Biology
B.S., Utah State University, 1976
Thesis: Growth, Morphology and Energetics of Bowhead Whales (Balaena 

mysticetus)
Bowhead whales, harvested by Inupiat hunters, were investigated with respect to 
age, growth, morphology and energetics. Analysis indicated that bowheads likely 
mature in their mid-20s, live to 150 years, and have low body core temperatures 
and metabolic rates. These traits are likely associated with living year-round in 
arctic seas.

Major Professor: Dr. Erich H. Follmann

Sally J. Gustafson 
Ph.D.	 Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biology:	Neuroscience	Option
B.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2007
Thesis: Natural Compounds Isolated from Wild Alaska Bog Blueberries 
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** December degree recipient

Dawn Robin Magness *
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Wildlife	Biology
B.S., University of Montana, 1995. M.S., Texas A&M University, 2003
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Daniel J. Rinella 
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Biology
B.S., Lake Superior State University (Michigan), 1996. M.S., Auburn University (Alabama), 
2002
Thesis: Marine-derived Nutrients in Riverine Ecosystems: Developing Tools for 

Tracking Movement and Assessing Effects in Food Webs on the Kenai 
Peninsula, Alaska
Marine-derived nutrients (MDN) delivered by spawning Pacific salmon 
(Oncorhynchus spp.) contribute to the productivity of riverine ecosystems. 
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** December degree recipient

Kalb Stevenson *
Ph.D.	 Biological	Sciences:	Zoology
B.S., University of Arizona, 2000. M.S., University of Arizona, 2003
Thesis: The Seasonality of Reproduction, Body Composition, and Energy 

Expenditure in Northern Red-Backed Voles (Myodes rutilus)
This project studied the effects of season on the northern red-backed vole 
(Myodes rutilus), an Alaska rodent known to have bred in winter. Its body 
composition, organ masses and field metabolic rate changed seasonally, and 
intraspecific variation in its reproductive response to photoperiod is regulated at 
the pituitary or hypothalamic level.

Major Professors: Dr. Ian van Tets and Dr. Abel Bult-Ito

Brentha Thurairajah **
Ph.D.	 Atmospheric	Sciences
B.E., University of Madras (India), 2001. M.S., Montana State University, 2004
Thesis: Role of Waves on the Circulation of the Arctic Middle Atmosphere: 

Rayleigh Lidar Measurements and Analysis
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SCHOOL OF EDuCATiOn
Dr.  Er i c  C .  Ma d se n ,  Dean
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David C. Caroffino *
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.S., Lake Superior State University (Michigan), 2004. M.S., University of Minnesota - Twin 
Cities, 2006
Thesis: Early Life History Dynamics of Lake Sturgeon

After historic population reductions, lake sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) 
restoration in the Laurentian Great Lakes would benefit from a better 
understanding of its early life history. Mortality, predation and movement 
were examined within a recruitment context. These results will promote better 
monitoring and management strategies for this, the region’s largest species.

Major Professor: Dr. Trent M. Sutton

Markus A. Janout **
Ph.D.	 Oceanography
B.S., University of Hamburg (Germany), 2003
Thesis: Heat and Freshwater Controlling Processes on the Northern Gulf of 

Alaska Shelf
Processes were investigated that control the variability of temperature 
and salinity on the northern Gulf of Alaska shelf in order to improve the 
understanding of the physical environment of this rich ecosystem. Important 
processes include large shelfbreak eddies, atmospheric pressure systems, and 
dynamics involving the Alaska Coastal Current.

Major Professor: Dr. Thomas J. Weingartner

Haixue Shen **
Ph.D.	 Fisheries
B.A., Ocean University of China, 1997. M.S., Ocean University of China, 2000
Thesis: Walleye Pollock (Thegra chalcogramma) Distribution in the Eastern 
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SCHOOL OF nATurAL rESOurCES AnD 
AgriCuLTurAL SCiEnCES

Dr.  Caro l  E .  L e w i s ,  Dean



EmEriti rEcognition

DR. MARK A. BOX
PP



EmEriti rEcognition

DR. JOSEPH A. DUPRAS
Professor of english, emeritus

Dr. Joseph A. Dupras has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1979 to 2010.

He has left an indelible impression upon an entire generation of English Department alumni, 
both undergraduate and graduate; and has through his academic rigor and intellectual energy 
earned the respect and admiration of his students, who learned from him to apply their own 
intellectual skills to pursuits greater than the mere picking up of learning’s crumbs; and was 
recognized for his work with the College of Liberal Arts Excellence in Teaching Award four 
times, as well as numerous other awards.

He has published extensively engagingly written and theoretically challenging essays in 
renowned journals in his particular areas of research interest, including narrative theory, 
British Romanticism and Victorian literature; and has presented his analyses at professional 
conferences throughout North America.

Dr. Dupras, with his three decades of experience at the University, has served as the 
institutional memory for the English Department; and has directed effectively his efforts to 
the Department, serving in many and varied capacities, including as Department Head and as 
Chair of numerous Department and University committees; and has further applied his efforts 
to supporting educational efforts locally and nationally.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Joseph A. Dupras for 
his contributions to the State of Alaska and the University.

MS. RHEBA DUPRAS
AssociAte Professor of librAry science, emeritA

Ms. Rheba Dupras has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1981 to 2010.

She is a tireless detective who takes a creative approach to solving tough questions and has 
helped literally thousands of students and faculty research the literature of their fields and find 
information; has benefited countless students through teaching in the classroom and on the 
web, as well as delivering course-related library and research instruction for many different 
courses.

She has been an active and enthusiastic force in improving essential library services, providing 
leadership in the transition of library services during an era of unprecedented change 
from print materials to electronic services, and proving invaluable in moving the Elmer E. 
Rasmuson Library into the digital age.

Her exceptional services extend outside the physical walls of the University, as she has 
worked tirelessly to bring reference and library services to rural Alaska; and collaborated 
with libraries in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest on cooperative endeavors in consortial 
purchasing, virtual reference and document delivery.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Ms. Rheba Dupras for 
her contributions to the State of Alaska and the University.

52 University of Alaska Fairbanks 



EmEriti rEcognition

DR. JAMES N. GLADDEN
Professor of PoliticAl science, emeritus

Dr. James N. Gladden has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1985 to 2010.

He has been praised by students at all levels of academic preparation for his depth and breadth 
of knowledge, the meticulous care he devotes to improving their writing skills, and for 
engaging their minds in the study of abstract ideas; and has received many awards that attest 
to his skills as a teacher and advisor; and whose expertise was acknowledged through his 
selection as a Fulbright Scholar to Nigeria; and has made excellent contributions to northern 
and environmental studies at the University.

He has become an authority on wilderness values, and natural resource and public land use 
management and policy issues; and whose publications include many reports and reviews, 
peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters and two books; and whose research has been 
supported in part by the National Science Foundation, which is an indication of its quality.

He is widely regarded as a model of collegiality who has served the University in numerous 
capacities at both the Department and University levels; and has extended his service to a wide 
public sphere by offering his expertise and insight as a presenter, peer reviewer and advisor 
both within the United States and abroad.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. James N. Gladden 
for his contributions to the State of Alaska and the University.

DR. GEORGE M. HAPP
reseArch Professor of biomedicAl sciences, emeritus

Dr. George M. Happ has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1995 to 2010.





EmEriti rEcognition

MR. STEVEN A. JACOBSON
Professor of yuPik eskimo, emeritus

Mr. Steven A. Jacobson has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1972 to 2010.



EmEriti rEcognition

DR. JOHN J. KELLEY
Professor of mArine science, emeritus

Dr. John J. Kelley has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1969 to 2010.

He has dedicated much of his career to the education and mentoring of students at all 
academic levels; and has offered further guidance to many master’s degree and doctoral 
students through his service on their graduate committees; and helped develop a program 
to encourage Alaska Native undergraduate students to pursue careers in science, math and 
engineering; and whose teaching innovations include the pursuit of online marine science 
education projects.

He has authored or co-authored nearly one hundred fifty publications, proceedings and 
technical reports; and has been deeply involved in research and policy matters of particular 
interest to Alaska and the North, notably as Chair of the North Slope Science Advisory 
Committee for nearly thirty years.

He has applied both his scientific expertise and his leadership skills to a variety of public 
service venues at the Department and University levels as well as to national and international 
organizations and institutions; and was duly presented with the Emil Usibelli Distinguished 
Service Award in recognition of his work.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. John J. Kelley for his 
contributions to the State of Alaska and the University.

DR. JUDITH KLEINFELD
Professor of Psychology And northern studies, emeritA

Dr. Judith Kleinfeld has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1969 to 2010.

She expanded greatly opportunities for graduate students at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks by creating the northern studies program; and has demonstrated her unceasing 
devotion to undergraduate studies by teaching core sociology classes at the University; and 
through her work has been a tireless advocate for the education of marginalized men and 
women of all ages and socioeconomic levels.

She has written extensively about effective cross-cultural education; and whose research has 
changed the way schools around the globe approach the teaching of young men and women; 
and whose studies of the peoples of the North have opened the eyes of the world to the 
challenges faced by educators and students in rural Alaska.

She has shared her observations with the local community by writing a regular newspaper 
column whose topics range from life and family issues in Interior Alaska to more general 
observations of human nature; and whose writings have helped identify those qualities of 
spirit and determination that define Alaskans; and has worked to expand the human concept 
of community to include populations which might otherwise be ignored.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Judith Kleinfeld for 
her contributions to the State of Alaska and the University.



EmEriti rEcognition

MS. TAMARA LINCOLN
AssociAte Professor of librAry science, emeritA

Ms. Tamara Lincoln has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1976 to 2009.

She has been extolled for her warmth and dedication as a teacher; and has taught students 
in library science, foreign languages and literatures, and women’s studies; and has facilitated 
academic exchanges between the University and universities in the Russian Far East.

Her extensive knowledge of the languages, cultures and literatures of the Arctic has 
contributed to the growth of the University’s academic programs by ensuring that the 
Rasmuson Library’s Alaska and Polar Regions collection acquired essential materials relating 
to the circumpolar North; and whose far-reaching network of international associates has been 
vital in sustaining and enhancing the Library’s position as a preeminent center for the study of 
the arctic and subarctic regions.

Her linguistic fluency and background in Slavic languages and cultures and her training in 
library science uniquely prepared her to play key roles in the expansion of contacts with the 
Russian Far East; and has greatly benefited not only the University but the Nation with her 
strong personal commitment to creating understanding between Russia and the United States.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Ms. Tamara Lincoln for 



EmEriti rEcognition

DR. MARY CHILDERS MANGUSSO
AssociAte Professor of history, emeritA

Dr. Mary Childers Mangusso has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
teaching, research and public service from 1966 to 1969 and 1974 to 2010.

She has demonstrated both professional aptitude and personal enthusiasm as a teacher, mentor 
and guide to countless undergraduate and graduate students; and developed history courses 
for distance delivery as well as for the Honors Program; and served on and chaired several 
committees for graduates in the northern studies program; and received the 2002 Robert 
Piacenza Award for her teaching in the Honors Program; and was a nominee for the 2004 Emil 
Usibelli Distinguished Teaching Award.





resPected mining And business executive

thomas albanEsE

During his undergraduate and graduate years at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Thomas Albanese 
attracted notice and admiration from students and 
faculty alike for his thoroughness, inquisitiveness and 
aptitude. Those estimable qualities have served him 
well as he has acceded to successively higher posts of 
skill and authority. Mr. Albanese graduated from the 

University in 1979 with a bachelor of science degree in mineral economics 
after designing and completing a unique, multidisciplinary course of study that 
included mining, geology and economics. In 1981 he concluded his University 
education with a master’s degree in mining engineering.

Mr. Albanese’s career since then is indicative of a man who continually seeks 
to increase his knowledge and expertise. He has risen to the pinnacle of his 
discipline as the chief executive officer of one of the world’s largest mining 
companies. Yet despite the demands placed on him by his professional 
responsibilities, Mr. Albanese maintains close ties with Alaska through 
frequent visits to the State, including presentations to University students 
where he credits the University for helping provide the foundation on which 
his success is built.

While noted for his achievements on the stage of international commerce, Mr. 
Albanese has also been lauded for his integrity. His business decisions and 
actions demonstrate his belief that business concerns and community 
concerns are intertwined, and that building and maintaining respectful, 
mutually beneficial relationships among people and companies serves the 
greatest financial and social good. In distinguishing himself as a world leader 



Arctic reseArcher And scientific collAborAtor

JErry brown

Throughout his distinguished career, Jerry Brown 
has been an internationally recognized leader in the 
advancement of arctic science. His role in encouraging 
and demonstrating the value of working together across 
disciplines to accelerate understanding of arctic systems 
led directly to the development of a host of arctic and 
circumpolar scientific institutes and undertakings. 

The physical and biological sciences programs at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks have benefited greatly from the collaboration and organizational 
skills emphasized and shared by Dr. Brown.

Dr. Brown has dedicated much of his career to arctic research, particularly in 
the area of soils and permafrost. He has worked closely with faculty, staff and 
students at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and was an early and enthusiastic 
advocate of incorporating Alaska Native knowledge and viewpoints into arctic 



honored culturAl leAder And wisdom beArer

Kangrilnguq Paul John

Kangrilnguq Paul John is a cingumailria — one who gives 
advice or encouragement to others by sharing wisdom. 
That philosophy has guided his life. His unrelenting 
advocacy of the importance of holding onto the Yup’ik 
language and traditions and his belief in the unity of 
humankind are hallmarks of his teachings. He does not 
advocate the primacy of one culture or worldview over 
another but rather seeks mutual understanding that 

expands and enriches relationships among individuals and cultures.

Chief John was one of the last to receive a traditional Yup’ik education in 
a qasgiq, or communal men’s house, where he absorbed the lessons of his 
ancestors. In turn, he has worked tirelessly to share his knowledge with 
succeeding generations. His oft-repeated message to young people of Yup’ik 
culture is that their survival in the contemporary world depends on their ability 
to know themselves in a Yup’ik context first, but he is ever mindful that his 
heritage is one of many of the world’s cultures. His oratory reminds listeners 
of all traditions to recognize their shared humanity while simultaneously 
celebrating their individual uniqueness.

With his intimate understanding of Yup’ik ways of knowing, Chief John has 
been an effective advocate and advisor on a range of matters affecting his 
people. He has been active in local and regional affairs for much of his life, and 
is one of the most honored and recognized political and cultural leaders in 
Alaska. His gentle wisdom, born of the lessons of his youth, is a constant 
reminder of the intellectual depth of the Yup’ik worldview. Alaskans are 
fortunate that his words have been preserved in both his mother tongue and 
English so all can share his knowledge. His success is a testament both to 
himself and to those elders who taught him so well.



acaDEmic traDitions

gowns, hooDs anD mortarboarDs

Three types of black gowns may be distinguished in UAF’s academic procession. 
Certificate, associate and baccalaureate gowns have long, pointed sleeves. Master’s 
gowns have oblong sleeves with an arc cut away in the front. Doctoral gowns are 
faced with velvet and have bell-shaped sleeves with three bars of velvet.

UAF’s master’s and doctoral degree candidates will receive their hoods today, 
signifying they have gone beyond the bachelor’s degree to a higher level of academic 
achievement. UAF’s colors are blue and gold, and these colors line the inside of each 
hood. The velvet trim signifies the scholar’s field of study: Master of Arts, white; 
Master of Business Administration, drab; Master of Education, light blue; Master 
of Engineering, orange; Master of Fine Arts, brown; Master of Science, yellow; and 
Doctor of Philosophy, dark blue.

The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is black and has a long tassel fastened to 
the middle of the top. Some colleges and universities use the soft beret, but the 
prevailing style of cap is the traditional mortarboard. For undergraduates receiving 
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