
Tradition and renewal

Tradition holds that for untold generations, Tanana Athabascans used 
the ridge the Fairbanks campus is built on, Troth Yeddha’, to pick wild 
potato. It was a meeting place and a place of sustenance, and it is still a 
place where people work together and find intellectual nourishment.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is proud of the students here today who 
have continued this tradition of collaboration and learning. Commencement 
is a special time for graduates and their families and friends who come to 
share this momentous occasion. This ceremony represents an ending, a 
time of reward for academic endeavor successfully completed. In another 
sense it is truly a commencement, a beginning, for the learning process is an 
unending one, to which the years of formal schooling are only a prelude.

On May 3, 1917, Alaska Territorial Gov. John Strong signed the bill accepting a 
land grant from the U.S. government for the creation of a college in Fairbanks. 
In 2017, we celebrate 100 years of progress in higher education in Alaska.

Along with our graduates, the University of Alaska Fairbanks acknowledges 
with pride the contributions of those who will receive honorary degrees 
or meritorious service awards. The university also expresses gratitude to 
the dedicated faculty and staff who are retiring this year. Each has made 
a distinct contribution to the quality and reputation of this institution.



Congratulations!

UA President James R. Johnsen
Dear Graduate,
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Commencement Exercises: May 6, 2017



Casey Winkleman, UAF music performance major

Ensemble 64.8 (UAF Percussion Group)
Director: Eric Retterer

Audience members are kindly requested to remain in their 
seats until the graduates have completed the recessional. 
Those seated on the second and third levels may exit the 
building through the second-floor doors.

Please join us in the Pioneer Room of the Carlson Center 
immediately following the ceremony for a reception 
sponsored by the UAF Alumni Association.

There are a limited number of personal hearing devices; go to 
any information table to obtain one.

Photos of individual graduates will be available through 
Grad Images, www.gradimages.com, 800-261-2576.

Exits are located on both levels of the building. Please take 
a moment to locate the two exits nearest your seat. In an 
emergency, information and directions will be announced. 
Please remain calm and follow all given instructions. In 
compliance with the Fairbanks fire marshal’s office, the aisles, 
walkways and doorways must remain clear at all times.





























































































*  Summer degree recipient























Emeriti Recognition
MR. WILLIAM BARNES

Associate Professor of Computer and  
Information Technology, Emeritus

Mr. William Barnes has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching 
and public service from 2009 to 2017.

He also served the University of Alaska Anchorage Kodiak Campus from 1984 to 2004; and has 
been dedicated to his students’ success, both in the classes he taught and in job placement support.

Mr. Barnes developed and expanded the Computer and Information Technology program, 
particularly with improvements in the Cisco Networking Academy and additions in cybersecurity.

He served very effectively in a wide range of professional and public service roles, including 
as a faculty advisor in the Academic Advising Center, an advisor and manager for the Arctic 
Innovation Competition, a docent for the University of Alaska Museum of the North, and a 
member of the Information Technology Committee of Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, among other 
activities.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mr. William Barnes for his 
extensive contributions to the State of Alaska and to the University.

DR. JAMES BEGÉT
Professor of Geology, Emeritus

Dr. James Begét has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1984 to 2016.

He was indispensable in teaching many courses needed by Geoscience majors, including 
geomorphology, glacial and periglacial geology, quaternary dating methods, and physical geology; 



Emeriti Recognition
MS. LAURA BENDER

Director of the Graduate School and  
Interdisciplinary Programs, Emeritus

Ms. Laura Bender has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction from 1983 
to 2017.

She capably assisted fisheries and marine sciences students from 1983 to 2004, rising to the 
position of Graduate Program Coordinator for the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences; and 
since 2004 has been dedicated to the success of graduate students across all of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks in her roles at the Graduate School.

Ms. Bender knows more about graduate programs, Graduate School policies and procedures, and 
graduate students than any other person at the University.



Emeriti Recognition
DR. CATHERINE HANKS

Professor of Petroleum Geology, Emeritus
Dr. Catherine Hanks has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1992 to 2017.

She expertly taught sedimentary and structural geology for petroleum engineers, as well as courses 
in reservoir characterization and petroleum geology, among many others; and mentored sixteen 
master’s and doctoral degree recipients in geology, petroleum engineering and geophysics.





Emeriti Recognition
DR. DEBORAH MCLEAN

Bristol Bay Campus Director, Emeritus
Dr. Deborah McLean has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
administration, teaching, and public service from 1993 to 2017.

She was a pioneering Early Childhood Education faculty member in the region before becoming 







Scientist, ecologist and mentor

M. Torre Jorgenson
Mr. M. Torre Jorgenson has developed an outstanding 
international reputation in permafrost sciences, 
including geomorphology, ecology, botany, hydrology, 
soil science and, in particular, the linkages between 
each of these disciplines. He possesses a remarkable 
and deep understanding of the natural history of 
permafrost. He has made stellar contributions to the 

field through his recognition and documentation of the diversity of ways in 
which permafrost forms and responds to environment over time scales ranging 
from decades to millennia.

Mr. Jorgenson’s contributions to the University of Alaska Fairbanks began 
when he worked as a camp manager at Toolik Field Station, a position that 
fueled his interest in science and that inspired him to apply to the Master of 







Gowns, Hoods and Mortarboards
Three types of black gowns may be distinguished in UAF’s academic procession. 
Certificate, associate and baccalaureate gowns have long, pointed sleeves. Master’s 
gowns have oblong sleeves with an arc cut away in the front. Doctoral gowns are faced 
with velvet and have bell-shaped sleeves with three bars of velvet.

UAF’s master’s and doctoral degree candidates will receive their hoods today, 
signifying they have gone beyond the bachelor’s degree to a higher level of academic 
achievement. UAF’s colors are blue and gold, and these colors line the inside of each 
hood. The velvet trim signifies the scholar’s field of study: master of arts, white; master 
of business administration, drab; master of education, light blue; master of engineering, 
orange; master of fine arts, brown; master of science, yellow; and doctor of philosophy, 
dark blue.

The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is black and has a long tassel fastened to the 
middle of the top. Some colleges and universities use the soft beret, but the prevailing 
style of cap is the traditional mortarboard. For undergraduates receiving their first 
degree, the tassel is customarily worn on the right side and shifted to the left after 
receiving the diploma. At UAF, the black tassel is worn on the cap for all certificate, 
associate, baccalaureate and master’s degrees, and gold tassels are worn for all doctoral 
degrees.

Chancellor’s Medallion
The UAF chancellor’s medallion signifies the authority vested in the chancellor. The 
chancellor wears a metal alloy medallion designed in 2016 by Todd Sherman, a professor 
of art and dean of UAF’s College of Liberal Arts. The medallion features the head of a 
polar bear — a nanook — based on an art piece also made by Sherman that hangs in 
the chancellor’s office. The medallion is the result of a collaboration between Sherman, 


