


Studying Earth From Above 
NASA is best known for exploring outer space, but it also conducts many 
missions to investigate Earth from above. Scientists use the information 

they collect to better understand our changing planet. 

Astronauts on the International Space Station use cameras 
and scientific instruments to take photos and collect data  
about Earth. They track and measure cloud cover, ocean  
currents, air pollution, hurricanes, glacier movements,  
floods, forest fires, wind speed, urban lighting, and more. 
Right: Astronaut Christina Koch performs an experiment. Image: NASA. 

The International Space Station orbits about 250 


