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COURSE GOALS 

¶ Historical aspects of conservation 

¶ Terminology: preservation, conservation, etc.  

¶ Contemporary thoughts/practices: ecosystem services, sustainability, adaptive 
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Week Topics 

Part I: History/Foundations of Natural Resources Conservation 

Week 1 Introduction to NRM 

¶ Key terms 

¶ Preservation vs. conservation 

¶ Contemporary terminology (ecosystem services, sustainability, adaptive management) 

¶ Readings: Sparling introduction and Ch. 1; additional readings might be posted to Canvas 

Week 2 History of conservation  

¶ Pre-European North America through European incursion  

¶ 
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COURSE POLICIES 
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“C” (including C+ and C-) indicates a satisfactory level of acquired knowledge and performance 
in completion of course requirements. 
 
C– (1.7) is the minimum acceptable grade that undergraduate students may receive for courses 
to count toward the major or minor degree requirements, or as a prerequisite for another course. 
A minimum grade of C (2.0), however, MAY be required by specific programs for prerequisite 
and/ or major / minor courses. Please consult specific program listings in the UAF Catalog. 
 
C– (1.7) is the minimum acceptable grade required for all Core (X) Courses. 
 
“D” (including D+ and D-) indicates a minimal level of acquired knowledge and minimal 
performance in completion of course requirements. This grade does not satisfy requirements for 
courses in the major, minor, Core, or graduate programs. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
As described by UAF, scholastic dishonesty constitutes a violation of the university rules and 
regulations and is punishable according to the procedures outlined by UAF. Scholastic 
dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an exam, plagiarism, and collusion. 
Cheating includes providing answers to or taking answers from another student. Plagiarism 
includes use of another author’s words or arguments without attribution. Collusion includes 
unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work for fulfillment of any 
course requirement. Scholastic dishonesty is punishable by removal from the course and a 
grade of “F.” For more information go to Student Code of Conduct. 

EXPLANATION OF NB/I/W GRADES 
This course adheres to the UAF regarding the granting of NB Grades The NB grade is for 
use only in situations in which the instructor has No Basis upon which to assign a grade. In 
general, the NB grade will not be granted. 
 
Your instructor follows the University of Alaska Fairbanks Incomplete Grade Policy: 
“The letter “I” (Incomplete) is a temporary grade used to indicate that the student has 
satisfactorily completed (C or better) the majority of work in a course but for personal reasons 
beyond the student’s control, such as sickness, he has not been able to complete the course 
during the regular semester. Negligence or indifference are not acceptable reasons for an “I” 
grade.” 
 
Successful, timely completion of this course depends on committing yourself early and 
maintaining your effort. Failure to submit assignments in a timely manner may result in 
faculty-initiated Withdrawal from the course, which can result in a W on your transcript.    

INSTRUCTOR RESPONSE TIME 
I will typically respond within a few hours to emails sent during the day. However, emails sent in 
the evening may not be answered until the next day. While I do check email on weekends, there 
are weekends in which I do not check email. Quizzes and exams are in Canvas (with the 
exception of the final exam) and will be graded automatically (unless there are questions with 
essay responses). Written assignments will be returned within a week, hopefully sooner.  

/csrr/student-code-of-conduct/
/csrr/student-code-of-conduct/


https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/coronavirus/uaf?authuser=0
https://catalog.uaf.edu/academics-regulations/students-rights-responsibilities/
mailto:asuaf.office@alaska.edu
mailto:uaf-speakingcenter@alaska.edu
mailto:speak@uaf.edu
mailto:uaf-writing-center@alaska.edu
mailto:uaf-traccloud@alaska.edu
https://www.ctc.uaf.edu/student-services/student-success-center/
/advising/lr/SKM_364e19011717281.pdf
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Student Resources: 
¶ Disability 

mailto:uaf-disability-services@alaska.edu
/chc/appointments.php
mailto:uaf-studentrights@alaska.edu
mailto:asuaf.office@alaska.edu
http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
http://alaska.edu/bor/policy-regulations/
https://www.alaska.edu/equity/title-ix/student-placement-guidelines/
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PART II 

 Date Topic Reading Assignment 
W

ee
k 

5
 

26-Sep Department of Interior (DOI) – 
overview, land mgt. agencies  
-begin discussing FWS, NPS, BLM 

Sparling Ch. 6 through pg. 159 - Quiz 4, due at 10:30 
- Exam 1, on Part I, due at midnight 

28-Sep DOI – FWS, NPS, BLM (cont) Sparling Ch. 6 pg. through pg. 159  

30-Sep DOI – FWS, NPS, BLM (cont)  - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due 
before class: Renewable energy on BLM lands 

W
ee

k 
6

 

3-Oct DOI – BoR Sparling Ch. 6 pges 169&170 
View Cadillac Desert Part 1: Mulholland’s 
Dream  - YouTube link posted in Canvas 

- Quiz 5, due at 10:30 
 
Class discussion 

5-Oct DOI – BoR  View Cadillac Desert Part 2: An American 
Nile 

 
Class discussion 

7-Oct DOI – BoR  View Cadillac Desert Parts 2 & 3: The Mercy 
of Natural and Last Oasis 

Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due 
before class: Water development in western U.S. 

W
ee

k 
7

 

10-Oct DOI – USGS, BIA, BOEM Sparling Ch. 6 pg. 160 through end - Quiz 6, due at 10:30 
- Optional written assignment: Agencies involved in 
Ambler Road, due Oct. 19 before class 

12-Oct USDA – Forest Service Sparling Ch. 7 through pg. 186   

14-Oct USFS cont. TBD 
*Pete gone, class format to TBA 

- Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due 
before class: WUI   

W
ee

k 
8

 

17-Oct USDA – NRCS Sparling Ch. 7 pg. 186 “NRCS” through end - Quiz 7, due at 10:30 
- Required written Assignment: Research one AK 
Native Corporation, due Oct. 24 before class 

19-Oct Native Corporations in Alaska ANCSA & ANLCA readings posted to Canvas *Optional Ambler Road assignment due 

21-Oct Native Corporations in AK, cont. 
State management 

Sparling Ch. 8 *Native Corporation assignment due 
- Discussion post: 1 slide presentation on native 
corporation researched. Due Friday by 10 a.m.  

W
ee

k 
9

 

24-Oct State management (cont)  - Quiz 8, due at 10:30 
 

26-Oct NGOs Sparling Ch. 9; case study posted to Canvas  

28-Oct Case study of mgt. issues Case study, posted to Canvas - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due 
before class: NGOs 
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PART III 
 Date Topic Reading Assignment 

W
ee

k 
1

0
 

31-Oct Waste Carolan Ch. 3 Fast Facts and Implications; 
readings posted to Canvas TBA 

- Quiz 9, due at 10:30 
- Exam 2, on Part II, due Monday at midnight 

2-Nov Waste Carolan Ch. 3 Solutions to end; readings 
posted to Canvas TBA 

- Optional written assignment: Research one waste issue, due 
Nov 9 before class 

4-Nov Waste Class discussion on solutions - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due before 
class 

W
ee

k 
1

1
 7-Nov Population Carolan Ch. 6  - Quiz 10, due at 10:30 

9-Nov Biodiversity Carolan Ch. 4; readings posted to Canvas TBA *Optional waste issue assignment due 

11-Nov Biodiversity Class discussion on solutions - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due before 
class 

W
ee

k 
1

2
 

14-Nov Water  Carolan Ch. 5 Fast Facts and Implications; 
readings posted to Canvas TBA  

- Quiz 11, due at 10:30 

16-Nov Water Carolan Ch. 5 Solutions to end; readings 
posted to Canvas TBA 

- Optional written assignment: Research one water issue, due 
Nov. 28 before class 

18-Nov Water Class discussion on solutions - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due before 
class 

W
ee

k 
1

3
 21-Nov Sustainable ag Carolan Ch. 3 Fast Facts and Implications; 

readings posted to Canvas TBA 
- Quiz 12, due at 10:30 
 

23-Nov Thanksgiving Break NO CLASS  

25-Nov Thanksgiving Break NO CLASS  

W
ee

k 
1

4
 

28-Nov Sustainable ag Carolan Ch. 3 Solutions to end; Guest speaker 
Eric Moeller, owner Roaming Root Cellar; 
readings posted to Canvas TBA 

- Quiz 13, due at 10:30 
*Optional water issue assignment due 

30-Nov Sustainable ag Class discussion on solutions - Discussion post due Tuesday w/ reply to a post due before class 

2-Dec Transportation Carolan Ch. 7 Fast Facts and Implications; 
readings posted to Canvas TBA 

- Optional written assignment: Research one transportation 
issue, due Dec 9 before class 

W
ee

k 
1

5
 5-Dec Transportation Carolan Ch. 7 Solutions to end; readings 

posted to Canvas TBA 
 

7-Dec Transportation Class discussion on solutions - Discussion post due Tuesday w/ reply to a post due before class 

9-Dec Tying it all together Class discussion - Quiz 14, due at 10:30 
*Optional transportation assignment due 

 12-Dec   - Exam on Part III, due Monday at midnight 

 14-Dec Final Exam Period 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Pete available for ?s  

 15-Dec Final exam (comprehensive) due at 5:00 p.m.  
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