Syllabus Danf K. Sheppard, Ph.D.

PSY F470 W,0; 3 credits
706A Gruening Bldg.

Spring 2012
T & Th 9:45-11:15a 474-6514, dani.sheppard@alaska.edu
Classroom Office hours: TBA

TA: TBA
TA office: TBA; email: TBA@alaska.edu phone: 474-TBA
TA office hours: TBA, and by appointment

Prerequisites: ENGL F111X; ENGL F211X or F213X; COMM F131X or F141X; nine credit hours of PSY (including
PSY F101 & PSY F275); or permission of instructor. (Writing criteria A.1.)

Writing and Oral intensive (W,O)Z This class meets the university requirements for one of the two core
upper division writing intensive requirements, and for the core upper division oral intensive requirement. The requirements



Because of the role of sensation and perception in our daily lives, it is important to learn about them
early in our lives. A major part of this course will include working with the students in the Psychology class at
West Valley High School to design a booth for the Third Biannual “Sensational Perceptions” Fair that provides
depth on one of our sensation or perceptual processes. CRITICAL NOTE: taking this class will require an
elevated level of commitment and maturity essential for the continued mentorship of high school students
throughout the semester.

Course goals and learning outcomes: The activities, readings, and assignments will enhance
your ability to:



outside the classroom (e.g. writing center, Blackboard, my office hours, library, internet, etc),
participation in classroom discussion, etc.

* Rubrics for all assignments are included at the end of this essay and are posted on Blackboard for you.

* Grading criteria for all assignments and determination of subjective components:

% Letter grade Description of subjective assessment

100 Exc A+ superb; couldn’t be better

90-99 Exc A excellent; above expectations

84-89 Good B good; meets requirements and done well with clarity and understanding

80-83 Good B- basic; meets requirements; lacking in some depth or thought or effort

70-79 Ok C OK; missing some components, most components “OK”, or meets
requirements with low quality & low effort & little thought

60-69 Poor D missing many parts, poor quality, reflects lack of effort & thought;

indicates lack of understanding of assignment

Participation (300 pts)

* Participation points accumulate from a combination of in-class activities (50 pts) and homework (HW) assignments
(250pts). There are 14 HW assignments; you will complete one per week. They are due every Tuesday. See course
calendar for which assignments are due.

* Homework assignments consist of Themes Summaries (3x30pts=90pts), Ponderables (2x10pts=20pts),
Demonstrations (3x20pts=60pts; one of which is oral), Critical Reviews (2x30pts=60pts), and Concept Uses
(4x5pts=20pts). Details for each assignment and distribution of assignments across the seven senses are included



consultation with me to review the status of your writing skills (Writing criteria A.4.). Your 14 writing assignments
comprise 230 pts from Participation and 40pts from Project, for a total of 270/500 pts, or 54% of your total grade
(Writing criteria A.5.). Criteria, format, and grading rubric for each writing assignment are included at the end of the
syllabus.



Important notes and expectations (course policies):

* My primary goal is to support your success in this course. | am NOT a mind-reader. Take advantage of my
very lonely and under-utilized open-door office hours!! I'm happy to talk with you about content,
lectures, tests, study strategies, grades, and anything else you may need!!!

* The syllabus is subject to change. The progression of every course is dependent upon the unique dynamic
between students, instructor, and unforeseen circumstances. Should anything in the syllabus need
revision, your input will be considered. You will be notified in writing (in class and on Blackboard) of any
modifications.

* Phone calls are a much better way to reach me than email. If | do not acknowledge receipt of an email
within 48 business hours, please resend it.

* You will have the opportunity to attend seminars, and we may have guest lecturers. It is expected that you
show the speakers the utmost respect: arriving early, staying the entire time, ensuring electronics are
silenced, and remaining quiet during the presentation.

* Attending less than 50% of the class periods (as accounted by quiz scores) by the withdrawal deadline will
result in a faculty-initiated withdrawal from the course.

* The use of personal electronic devices (cell phones, texting, laptops) is not permitted in the classroom.
Activity on any device is very distracting to other students. Please ensure they are silenced.

* Should we have them, each of your in-class tests will BEGIN at the beginning of class time. It is essential
that you be there at the start of the test to hear any announcements relating to the test. Showing up late
is disrespectful of, disruptive for, and unfair to the students who do show up on time and puts you at
risk for missing important information.

* Please consider the effects your actions have on others in the class (arriving late, loud crunching, rustling
with bags & coats, speaking up too much, not respecting others perspectives, whispering while
someone else is talking, etc).

* NEVER assume your email or phone message has been received until you receive confirmation from

make sure an instructor gets the message/assignment, not the responsibility of TECHNOLOGY. If it is
an important message you want read or heard, YOU make sure it has reached its final destination.

* Take care to avoid the paranormal exponential increase in computer crashes, jump drive malfunctions,
cross-platform format changes, writing center closures, and printer failures around the time things are
due! These are not acceptable excuses for late assignments. PLAN AHEAD. Know the hours for
Writing Center and Computer Labs.

* All assignments should be STAPLED, proof-read, and turned in on clean pages with no spiral-notebook-
frillies (i.e. take pride in the final product you turn in).

Disability Services: The Office of Disability Services at UAF implements the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. | will
work with the Office of Disabilities Services (203 Whitaker, 474-7043) to provide reasonable
accommodation to students with documented disabilities. Please make arrangements with me within the
first few weeks of classes. If you have any questions about the services available for individuals with
documented disabilities, | would be happy to answer them.

Support Services: Writing support services are available on the UAF Campus in the Writing Center,
located in 801 Gruening, 474-5314. You are encouraged to use this resource to meet writing expectations. In
addition, Student Support Services are available at UAF. Services include: 1) free tutorial services; 2) small
study groups; 3) academic advising, mentoring, and personal support; 4) direct financial assistance to
qualified Pell Grant recipients; 5) use of laptop computers, labs, and other technology resources; and 6)
cultural and social engagement. The office is located at 508 Gruening Building, and the phone number is
474-6844. You may also obtain additional information about support services at:
http://www.uaf.edu/sssp/index.html

Extra Credit: no planned extra credit will be available for this course. The intent is for all your time and efforts to go
into the assigned items and focus on the quality of your community service project.



COURSE CALENDAR PSY F470 SPRING 2010
MON TUESDAY WED | THURSDAY FRI
18 JAN 19 20 21 First day of class 22
Sens/Perc intro, Names, Fair,
Reflection, Syllabus
25 Jan 26 In-class Essay re: 27 28 Research Methods in S&P: Psychophysics | 29 Lastday to
Top-down/Bottom-up Processing; Fair, Critical evaluation of literature ADD or DROP
Names, Syllabus, Concept uses Organization of oral presentations (100% refund)
DUE: ConceptUse#1, Coren Ch 1 DUE: Coren Ch 2
1FEB 2 3 4 5 Last day to
Nervous system Nervous system DROP (50%)
Using visuals in oral presentations Tour of UAF Speaking Center
DUE: ConceptUse#2, Coren Ch 3
8 FEB 9 10 11 12
Vision - sensation Meet at West Valley — partner introductions
DUE: CriticalReview#1, Coren Ch 5
15 Feb
May grad

deadline




Participation Homework Worksheet (250 pts)

*Each sensory system must have a minimum of 15 pts of activity (successful points, not
attempted points)

*You may choose any combination of activities within the stated minimum requirements

*Assignments will only be accepted in hard copy (STAPLED) at the beginning of class; place
all assignments into the green folder. Anything handed in after 9:20am will be considered
late and deducted one letter grade for every day late.

Activities (pts): Themes Ponderable | Demonstration Critical Concept minimum
(30) (10) 2 written, 1 oral | Review (30) Use (5) 15 pts
(20)
VISION
HEARING

TACTILE




PSY F470 - Ponderables — 10 pts
* Choose ONE of the provided questions or create your own question that has peaked your curiosity (samples
of questions are provided in Blackboard).

* Research the topic from many different sources (primary scholarly, popular media, blogs, YouTube, pod
casts).

* Prepare a 2 page essay that captures your new knowledge and your own reflections (e.g., perspectives, ideas,
speculations, opinions) on the topic. Sample reflection questions are posted in Blackboard for you.

* Be sure to organize your essay with introduction-body-conclusion, and include a reference page (in APA
format) of all the resources you used. See essay rubric for more details on writing expectations.

PSY F470 - Demonstrations — 20 pts




PSY F470 — Theme Summary — 30 pts
THEMES across the sensory/perceptual systems

Construct a well-written essay that captures your research and knowledge on 9 of the 18 sensory
themes. Your essay should be arranged in an introduction-body-conclusion format and adhere to the
criteria presented on the essay rubric. You will submit this essay in APA-format, to include cover page,
abstract, and references.

IComplete 9 total items, 3 from each section|

Choose 3 of the following 5|
1. Purpose of system (include 1°, 2°, & 3° functions)
2. Source
3. Detection

4. Transduction

5. Serial and parallel pathways

Choose 3 of the following §

Receptive field

Feature detectors
Lateral inhibition

9. Coding/mapping

10. Filtering

11. Threshold & sensitivity
12. Adaptation

13. Columnar organization

e

Choose 3 of the following 5|

14. Top down/bottom up processing
15. Difference from other species
16. Difference between individuals
17. Disruptions and influences

18. Research methods



Defined - THEMES across the sensory/perceptual systems

1. Purpose of system (identify examples of primary, secondary, and tertiary functions)

a. Primary — info gathering for purpose of maintaining behavior, id, & discrimination
* what types of information about the stimulus can be gained using this sensory/perceptual
system

b. Secondary — maintains or alters attention, alertness, & arousal
* how does this system contribute to maintaining and to altering arousal ( T or {)

c. Tertiary — provides source of communication, pleasure, entertainment, and/or recreation
* how might we use this system for communication purposes
* how might this system contribute to pleasure

2. Source (stimulus)
a. what types of stimuli (or environmental events) are being detected by this system (i.e., what
types of energy or mechanical stimulus is the body responding to)
b. what characteristics of the stimulus is the system able to detect

3. Detection (structures and mechanisms)
where & how is the stimulus received (i.e. what structures/organs/receptors are involved in the
detection of the stimulus, where are they located, and what does each structure contribute to the
detection)

4. Transduction
how does the receptor convert the stimulus source to a neuronal signal (i.e., what mechanisms are
involved)

5. Serial and parallel pathways
a. once transduced, where does the information travel (i.e., what are the tracks of neuronal
information as it travels from receptor to cortex, what structures does the info pass through, what
role does each structure along the pathway contribute
b. def’n: serial = linear or sequential pathways
c. def’n: parallel = branching or simultaneous pathways

6. Receptive field
a.



9. Coding/mapping (patterns of neural activity at all levels)
how are particular components of the stimulus translated to corresponding perceptions (i.e., pre-
receptor, receptor, neuronal activity, pre-thalamus, thalamus, primary ctx, secondary c., association

c.)

10. Filtering
a. what aspects of the stimulus gets filtered
b. where does filtering occur and what types of info are getting filtered

11. Threshold & sensitivity
a. what are the limitations of the system (i.e., what is the minimal perceptible quantity of the
source)
b.






PSY F470
Community Service evaluation and reflection

Number of total hours
This item is for my departmental files ONLY for an accurate record of the number of community service hours.

The number of hours you provide has NO impact on your grade; so please be honest! Review your journal
and record the approximate number of hours you spent with your WV partners (include all interactions -
phone conversations, meetings, and Fair Day; do NOT include messages you left for them)






PSY 470 — Essay Rubric

Name
Comment  Description of subjective assessment
exc Excellent; above expectations; reflects high quality and/or depth
good Good; meets requirements and done well with clarity and understanding
ok OK; basic; may be missing some piece, or lacking in some depth, thought, or effort
NTS Not To Standard; needs attention; could include: missing many parts, poor quality, lack of effort & thought;

lack of understanding of assignment; doesn’t meet intent of assignment

Essay structure — intro, main point, body, conclusion
__ Essay development — transition, flow, organization of thoughts, readability
Grammar & sentence construction
_______ Content - thought development, substance, depth
Support — use of references, examples, etc.
_ Use of feedback — changes and improvements over last assignment
__ Abstract
_____APAStyle

The items checked below apply to your paper:

____Stick more to a technical prose rather than a creative style for papers in this class (i.e., avoid slang,
exaggerated language, superlatives, figures of speech, streams of consciousness, conversational tone,
idiomatic expressions, etc)  “say what you mean, mean what you say” and move on

___Be careful not to spend too much time building an introduction. Especially for shorter essays, it leaves you
no room for substance on your main point.

____Introduce your topic and thesis in the introduction, not the outline of the paper (i.e., avoid statements such
as “In this paper, | will present...., then I will address, finally I will conclude with...)

____Be careful not to present an opinion as “fact” — if you think it’s a fact, then you need a reference citation.
Otherwise, you need to be clear it is an opinion (without using the first person) — e.g., “it seems that....”

____Avoid the use of “this” by itself — leaves the reader asking “this what?”

(e.g. Thisis why ..., This is seen everywhere..., This happens all the time..., This is the case when...
etc)

____Avoid the use of questions in presenting an idea — it reduces the opportunity for you to provide substance;
work on ‘answering’ the questions, not taking space asking them

____Avoid the use of contractions — it tends to leave the impression of lazy writing

____Besure to proofread

____Avoid the use of quotes except in special circumstances where the wording itself adds something unique

____Be sure your conclusion wraps things up, providing the intended “take-home” message reflecting
implications or bigger meaning of your thesis/theme

____Avoid introducing new arguments in the conclusion

____lsuggest taking advantage of available resources such as my office hours, peer evaluation, writing center,
etc.

Comments:



PSY 470 — Oral Presentation Rubric

_ Length Name:
Start; Topic:
Stop: Date of presentation:
___ Content — addresses criteria of assignment Comments:
_ Delivery
PRESENTATION

___ Format: intro-body-conclusion
_ Visual aids: method & items used:
_ Organization
_ Flow
___ (Captivating/intriguing
___ Creativity
____Professional (spelling, errors)
_ Choice of resources
PRESENTER
_ Aitire
__ Poise
_ Clarity
__ Management of questions
_ Command of knowledge
_ Command of presentation/environment
_ Eye contact/connection with audience
__ Movement

_Use of feedback — changes and improvements over last presentation

_ Peer feedhack
____ number completed
___thoughtful & constructive feedback:  none somewhat mostly all

TOTAL




